
What to do if a
child discloses:

Do

Remain calm.

Believe the child.

Allow the child to talk.

Show interest and concern.

Reassure and support the child.

Take action. It could save a child’s life.

If you suspect a child is in immediate danger, call 911. All suspicions of child abuse in New Jersey should be 
reported to the hotline, 1-877-NJ-ABUSE. You will not be held responsible for any report made in good faith. 
For more information, visit www.njcainc.org.

The New Jersey Children’s Alliance is a statewide non-profit membership organization whose mission is to 
ensure victims of child abuse and family violence have access to comprehensive, evidence-based quality 
services that promote hope, healing and justice.

Panic or overreact.

Press the child to talk.

Promise anything you can’t control.

Confront the o�ender.

Blame or minimize the child’s feelings.

Overwhelm the child with questions.

Remember, you are obligated by law to report suspected child abuse.

Don’t


